
Students used the skills they learned from this project to improve their clay skills 
and knowledge for all future clay assignments.

Curriculum/State Standards 
The students will learn how Navajo 
pottery serves a purpose and need in 
that culture.  Students will identify unique 
characteristics in works of art that reflect 
that culture.

Overview
After creating a clay pot using the coil 
method, students painted colored slip on 
the pot, then engraved Indian designs 
in the intaglio method.  Pots were fired 
and then glazed clear so the underlying 
colored slip would show.
                                                        
Objectives
The student will learn about the various 
stages of clay and the techniques that 
work with each stage.
The student will develop the skills 
necessary to build a coiled vessel.

Materials
low fire clay, carving tools, paint brushes, 
colored slip, containers of water, clear 
glaze, kiln
        
Readiness Activity
none

Strategies/Activities 
I showed the students photographs of 
Navajo art, concentrating on Navajo 
pottery.
I demonstrated simple symbols and 
designs found in Navajo art and had the 
students copy these ideas and create 
their own on a paper to act as a reference 
sheet.
I demonstrated taking small sections of 
clay and rolling out long “snakes”.  Next, 
using either an opened paper clip or a 

carving tool, I showed how to scratch (or 
score) the clay surfaces that were going 
to be joined together.  After scoring the 
clay area I would add a small amount of 
water then press the two pieces of clay 
together to form a “seal.”  This method 
is used to continually coil the rolled out 
snakes to each other in a circular way to 
start building a pot.

Once the pot is done it needs to set up 
a bit to become leather hard.  Then the 
students use the colored slip (liquid clay) 
to paint band of color around the pot. 
Once the slip dries, repeated Navajo 
designs are carved into the side of the 
pot, letting the clay show through.

Pots dry.  A few days later the pots are 
fired.  Once the pieces are cooled, each 
student paints clear glaze onto the pot.  
Once the clear glaze is dried the pots  
are put into the final firing.

Culminating Activity
none 

Evaluation Method
Once all the pieces are done I present 
them to the students one by one, in 
front of the class.  As each pot is shown 
I discuss with the class how well the 
pot did in the firings.  Was there too 
much glaze or not enough?  Does the 
pot hold together or did it fall apart?  
Can we see the engraved designs and 
understand what they represent?  Does 
it hold water?  Are the coils too thick or 
too thin?  By evaluating each pot we are 
able to figure out how to make are next 
project better by what we learned with 
this project.
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